THE STUDENT
Robespierre's grandfather settled in Arras with the
intention of practising law. He was a good lawyer and
a well-anchored citizen in every way, and soon de-
veloped a lucrative practice, besides gaining the respect
of his fellow townsmen. He had a son, Francois De-
robespierre, who from childhood showed quite differ-
ent characteristics from his father. He was a dreamer,
impulsive, easily torn from his moorings. His parents,
conscious of his weakness, decided that he should be-
come a monk, and at seventeen he entered the Abbey
of Dommartin, in Ponthieu, as a novice. But he was not
destined to spend his days in heeding the summons of
the cloister bell. When it was time for him to take the
vows, he rebelled, saying he felt no calling for the
monastic life and had only wished to please his parents.
In the course of time he likewise became a lawyer.
At twenty-six he met pretty Jacqueline Marguerite
Carrault. She was not of his social standing, being the
daughter of a small brewer in the suburb of Rouxville,
but when it became apparent that she would soon be a
mother, he married her, after a single calling of the
banns. Neither his father, not any other member of
the family attended the ceremony. Four months later
Robespierre was born, and the old lawyer, having re-
conciled himself to the situation, became the godfather.
Robespierre's parents were reasonably happy, but
not over-prosperous. Children came in rapid succession
—Charlotte, Henriette, Augustin. When Jacqueline
was but twenty-six, her fifth child was stillborn and she
herself died a few days later.
Her death uncovered the flaw in her husband's
character. All energy and sense of responsibility seemed
to desert him. He neglected his practice, wandered
about the country or sat moodily in a tavern. A friend
recommended travel, and he left, no doubt with the

